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Directory of Local Suppliers & Services
General Stores
Costcutters (Longmore’s), Rothes………………………... (01340) 831206
McColls Convenience Store, Rothes …………………….. (01340) 831209
Glass Engraving
Speyside Glass Engraving, Rothes ………………………. (01340) 831911
Hairdressers and Stylists
Hair at Holmes with Debby (mobile)………………………..07765060088
Painters & Decorators
Henderson Decorators Ltd, Rothes…………………… ... (01340) 831515
Steven Love, Rothes …………………………………… 07832 270508
Stuart R. Paul, Rothes……………………………………. 07796 397645
John Rodgers, Rothes……………………………………. (01340) 831831
Pharmacist
Rothes Pharmacy………………………………………… (01340) 831233
Plumbers
McKerron & Milne Ltd, Rothes………………………….. (01340) 831523
Post Offices
Archiestown Sub Post Office & Village Shop…………… (01340) 810339
RS McColl’s, Rothes ……………………………………. (01340) 831209
Speyside Community Car Share Scheme……………… (01340) 831748
Tea Rooms & Catering
Irene’s Tea Rooms ……………………………………… (01340) 831737
Mini Digger, Loadall, Cherry Picker Hire/ Property Maintenance/Ground Works.

Derek Gall ………………………………………………..

07799 484356

Visitor Information Centre
The Cottage ……………………………………………………… 01340 831474

To make an entry in this directory please contact Carol Burdekin 01340 831796
or email carol.burdekin@btinternet.com

Directory of Local Suppliers & Services
Accountants
J.A. Comins & Co. Elchies ……………………………………. (01340) 810844
Aerial & TV Services
DAEMA Electronics………………………….(01340) 831924 or 07837 440545
Banks
Mobile Royal Bank of Scotland, Rothes Seafield Sq. - Thursdays 11.00-11.20
Butcher and Game Dealer
The Rothes Butcher & Game Dealer…………………………

(01340) 831224

Car Sales
Speyside Car Sales, Rothes……………………………………

(01340) 831397

Cattery

Alcudia Cattery ……………………… (01340) 831335 or 07792216245
Contract Cleaning
Henderson Contract Cleaning…………………………………. (01340) 831515
Cookery School
Oakwood Cookery School…………………………………….. (01343) 541285
Distillery Visitor Centre and Coffee Shop
Glen Grant Distillery Visitor Centre and Coffee shop………… (01340) 832118
Electricians
I Fraser & Sons, Rothes………………………………………..

(01340) 831302

Farm Produce
Mutton, Hogget. Lamb & Goat, Elchies ………(01340) 810844 or 07976 710197
Fish and Chip Shop
Rothes Chip Shop……………………………………………..
Funeral Directors
Frank S. Maclean and Son…………………………………….
Graham J Rattray………………………………………………
Smith & Catto…………………………………………………
Steven Thomson and Son ……………………………………

(01340) 831064
(01340) 871001
(01343) 815073
(01343) 547371
(01343) 814680

Garages and Vehicle Repairs
Castlehill Services, Rothes………………………………...……. (01340) 831555
Mackie’s Garage, Elchies……………………………..………... (01340) 871440

FROM THE MANSE OF KNOCKANDO, ELCHIES &
ARCHIESTOWN linked with ROTHES
December 2019
Dear friends,
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for
all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favour rests.” Luke 1:8-14.
At that first Christmas people were like us, getting on with everyday living,
everyday problems and everyday celebrations. The religious and political
leaders of the nation were not the best. Some of them oppressed the people
whilst they themselves lived well. They burdened the people with many
regulations that they themselves disregarded. There were double standards
and there was political intrigue. And yet there were many good, honest
folk as well.
Many people kept faith. They heard and they believed the prophecies of the
coming Messiah – and then angels of the Lord brought confirmation that at
last the Christ was born and the rule of God’s Son had begun. The sense of
joy and freedom and hope was palpable. Jesus, the light of the world, was
born - and His light is still shining. Astonishingly the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords was not born in a castle or a palace but in a humble byre.
This tells us that the glory of God is to be felt and found in the lives and in
the hearts of ordinary people on whom God’s favour rests. The power of the
Spirit is not diminished but is still spreading God’s truth, God’s love and
God’s peace.
Haven’t felt it? Haven’t seen it? Haven’t heard it?

Continued ….

MEMBERS OF THE KIRK SESSION
Well take time to look up to the highest heaven from where the glory of
God comes and from where comes the peace of God that rests on those who
believe Him.
This Christmas take time to pause, to stop, to look around you and look for
the signs of God’s glory in your everyday lives. Take a moment to read
the accounts of that first and everlasting Christmas in the Bible - at the
beginning of Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels. Listen to the words, picture
the scenes, look at your life, look kindly at the people around you and then
feel the true joy of Christmas starting to burn within you – and give thanks
to God.
My faithful K9 pal ‘Dougal’ who has just finished munching a dog chew
has that look on his face which says, “Just for once he’s right you know!”
I and the Kirk Sessions wish you all, in your many different circumstances,
a Happy and Blessed Christmas!

KNOCKANDO, ELCHIES & ARCHIESTOWN
ELDERS
George Bremner - Finance
Sandra Cruickshank
Suzanne Foster - Treasurer
Stuart Foster - Presbytery Elder
Isobel Hendry - Hospitality
Jane Hunter
Stanley Johnston
Catherine Morgan
Kathleen Morgan
Michael Morgan
Pat North - Session Clerk
Keith North - Property
Alan Sheppard - Finance
Joan Sheppard - Finance

Tel. No.
881317
810807
(01807)500341
(01807)500341
810313
810681
881448
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810687
810687
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810544
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ELDERS
Sandra Bruce - Hospitality
Sheila Brumby - Presbytery Elder
Carol Burdekin
Peter Burdekin
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831101
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Rev. Bob

Parish Minister

CHRISTMAS STAR SERVICE
Sunday 8th December
At our services in both Churches there will be an
opportunity during the service to write someone’s
name on a silver Star and attach it to the Christmas Tree. Stars and pens will
be supplied and it is hoped that this may be helpful to those who wish to
remember families and friends no longer with us, or perhaps living or
working far away at Christmas time.
Everyone is welcome to these services.

ELDERS ON SABBATICAL
Edward Smith
Irene Jamieson
KIRK SESSION COMMITTEES TO BE ANNOUNCED

INCHBERRY NEWS …………...
November 2019 Odysseys

SPECIAL SERVICES IN

KNOCKANDO AND ROTHES KIRKS

We can’t stop progress, time doesn’t stand still, modern technology keeps on
coming. We are told electric cars are the next “must haves.” Our elderly
Renault is good for some miles yet.

Sunday 8th December

Christmas Star Service

Where modern gadgets make life easier, there are the criminals ready to
exploit the situation for their own ends.

Sunday 15th December

Keith Silver Band—Carol Service 10.00 am

A somewhat bizarre aspect of modern living in big cities is the mob
demonstration, disrupting everyday life for the ordinary citizens, causing
damage to property all to prove a spurious political point.

Sunday 22nd December

Nativity Play

10.00 am

Christmas Eve

Watch Night Service

11.30 pm

We are thankful to enjoy life in our own peaceful locality where climate
change may or may not be happening.

Sunday 29th December

Normal Morning Service

10.00 am

On a more cheerful note, an elderly friend had to go into hospital for about a
couple of weeks recently. A malfunction on his lower right leg required
some treatment with antibiotics. Progress was slow at first and the pain,
though not constant, could be severe at times. The old chap recalled hospital
life when he was younger. A hierarchy existed. Matron top, then ward
sister, staff nurse, then nurse. And of course, nurses’ uniforms. All is much
more relaxed these days. One thing has never changed. The TLC lavished on
all patients was undiminished which heartened our friend greatly.
We are pleased to report the old fellow is improving and hopes he might be
fit enough to do some gardening. God willing.
HORTUS
Inchberry Seasons
As Autumn progresses, the first frosts take hold reducing the tender plants to
wilting pulp where former glorious flowering plants give way to fading
mulch. In the local area fields turn brown as the harvest is gathered home
into the farms with fields being tilled, nourished and planted to thrive with
hope for bountiful production next year.
The mighty River coursing through our valley runs unceasingly fast, full of
the water of life, from which is drawn deep down and purified atop the
nearby Badentinan hill, to serve swathes of the local populace surrounding,
including the greater portion to our nearby town with plentiful potable water.
Anglers have had some excellent experiences this season from the banks and
in the water, sportily competing with the natural runs of breeding salmon
seeking seedbed habitation for regeneration.
Going forward, Christmas and a New Year are on the horizon and Season’s
Greetings are shared with all for peace and friendship in our Community.
IAN GIBB

KNOCKANDO
10.00 am

ROTHES
Sunday 8th December Star Service

11.30 am

Sunday 15th December Nativity

11.30 am

Christmas Eve

Christingle

Christmas Day

Short service

6.30 pm
11.00 am

Sunday 29th December Normal Morning Service

11.30 am

Sunday 5th January

11.30 am

United Service

INCHBERRY
Sunday 15th December Christingle

6.30pm

World Day of Prayer Scottish Committee
Scottish Charity No. – SC 020446

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
We have had a few more friends joining us since our return from our
summer break., and have been busy learning and creating new paintings for
the walls in the Kirk Hall.

The World Day of Prayer is not just about that one day in March when a
service is held using the hymns, prayers and words of the writing country
that can help us to identify with the struggles of people around the world
who suffer abuse both physical and mental. It is also about joining together
with all Christians every day and every year to show fellowship and faith
and that we do not live in isolation unaware of others struggles.
On the 12-19th June the World Day of Prayer Scottish Committee will be
hosting an International Meeting with approx. 188 women from all around
the world. As hosts the Scottish Committee have agreed to pay for the
conference rooms and various activities to show that Scotland is an active
participant in support of women’s groups universally such as ‘Feed the
Minds’, HIV, FGM and local charities of the writing country. Many
countries are unable to send a delegate because of the costs of
accommodation and meals, but, because we are funding the meeting it
enables the International Committee to support up to 40 women to attend.
The Scottish Committee have joined with www.easyfundraising.org.uk to
raise funds and would appreciate anyone who buys on-line sign into this
website and look for World Day of Prayer Scotland. There are over 4,000
companies who when buying from them will make a donation to WDP
Scotland, these include insurance companies, travel, EBay etc.
On behalf of the Scottish Committee I would offer our thanks for your
support in this venture.
Suzanne Foster, Treasurer WDP Scottish Committee
Charity No. SCO20446

We are learning our parts for the Nativity which will be during the normal
service on Sunday 15th December. Please come along early to get your
seat in church, for the service which starts at 11.30am.

Sing for Life Choir
Christmas Concert
Rothes Church - Sunday 22nd December - 7.30pm
(Doors open at 7.00 pm)
Admission: Adults £3

Children £1

Join us after the concert in the Church Hall for
Tea/Coffee & Mince Pies

ROTHES KIRK NEWS……….
Gratitude for Guild
Donations, Bequests and Legacies – Rothes
Rothes Kirk gratefully acknowledges a number of special donations
totalling £6,723.00 which were made by the following individuals,
families, organisations, or given in collections taken at funeral services.

In Name Of:-

THE Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland paid a
warm tribute to the work of the Church of Scotland Guild and spoke of his
personal gratitude for their work at the Annual Gathering in Dundee.
Addressing the Gathering which took place at the Caird Hall on September
7, the Rt Rev Colin Sinclair said: “I am so grateful for the partnership with
Guild in the Churches I have served in.”
Outlining the key role the Guild has to play, he said: “One of the great
things the Guild offers is company on the road of life, sharing friendship
around a common faith and shared values.”

Mr. Leslie Geddes
The Robertson Trust
Mr & Mrs. B Ralph
Mr Richard Jamieson
Rothes Antiques
Sing for Life Choir
Mrs Yvonne McConnachie
Mr & Mrs Gordon & Aileen Grant
Mr & Mrs. Cain
Mr & Mrs. Bob Clark
Mr. Wm Coutts Jnr.
Mrs. Mary Anderson
J. M. Whitemarsh
Mrs. Doreen Riddoch
Mr. Ronnie Anderson
Windfarm Benefit Fund
Mrs. Molly Scott
Mrs. Ruby Cruickshank

Paying tribute to the Guild as it continues to move forward and change, he
said: “As you meet in your Guild branches, as you introduce the programme,
never forget in your prayers that Jesus might somehow be present in your
meeting.”

He called for the Guilds to look out in particular “for those on the edges of
your branches – help them to feel included, make sure there is always a
welcome and leave time for them to talk and for you to listen but in that
companionship bring Jesus – that is what makes us the Church of Scotland
Guild. We know whose we are and whom we serve and in the midst of that
He will be your companion in joy and sorrow.”
Earlier, outgoing National Convener Patricia Robertson reflected on her year
of office, which included trips to Eastern Europe and South Africa.

The Church very much appreciates all the special donations that it
receives whether large or small, since every penny counts. Thank you!

She said: “I left Johannesburg feeling humbled but challenged to speak out,
just as the Guild has done for the last 132 years – to speak out against
discrimination, against climate change, against poverty, against gender
based violence. These are issues in Scotland but are much more profound
for our African sisters.”

Grace Christie
Treasurer

She was thanked for her work during the year in office and presented with
her former National Convener badge by incoming National Convener
Marian Macintyre, who also introduced the Guild to its new annual theme
‘Companions on the Road’.
Continued …...

ROTHES KIRK NEWS……….
In a day which also gave voice to the creative community engagement of
Guilds across the country, around 2000 men and women, who were
gathered at the Caird Hall, heard about the work of Carolyn Boyd
Tomasovic, who is rooted in the Church of Scotland, but has lived in
Croatia with her husband and three children for over 25 years. She
described her early work as war broke out in the Balkans and described
the journey which led her to her current role as managing director of the
Ecumenical Women’s Initiative.

Soup & Bread — Rothes Kirk Hall
From 12.30pm on;
Sunday 15th December

During her address, she offered harrowing statistics which showed the
communities of eastern Europe still felt the impact of war, more than 20
years on. Echoing the Guild’s annual theme ‘Companions on the Road’,
she said the roads she walked had not always been in straight lines, but
emphasised: “Unknown roads are not to be feared. There is a purpose to
all the small things that we do although it may not be clear to us…know
that your actions here today will have far reaching consequences far
beyond the boundaries of our faith traditions.”

Sunday 5th January
Sunday 9th February
Everyone is Welcome

Musical accompaniment for a day embedded in worship was provided by
the City of Dundee Organist, Stuart Muir, and a welcome interlude was
provided in the afternoon by the Dundee Gospel Choir.
The Gathering also saw the launch of Guild Week, which has moved
from its traditional week in November to September.

KNITTING FOR MALAWI
Article taken from Life & Work Magazine - November 2019

BLYTHESWOOD SHOE BOX
APPEAL 2019

This year we were able to deliver 26 Shoe
Boxes from Rothes and 8 from Knockando for onward shipping to various
countries.

Thank you to everyone that gave a shoebox this year, your kindness and
generosity is very much appreciated.

Guilds are still donating items to be sent to Malawi, but on a much smaller
scale. Mainly the following are needed ;


Knitted Blankets



Jumpers



Jackets, Hats, Mitts and Bootees for babies.

I am still collecting from all the generous people of Rothes who knit
throughout the winter.
Thank you all for your hard work.
Ethel Duncan

YOUR VOICE, YOUR CHOICE - A Participatory Budgeting Event

ROTHES KIRK NEWS…….

What is participatory budgeting? It is an innovative way for communities to make
financial decisions locally. It empowers communities and strengthens democracy by
putting decisions on how money is spent into the hands of local people.

MONDAY COFFEE MORNINGS
Rothes Kirk Hall 10.00—12 noon
Thank you to all the groups that have left us Milk, Jam, and Scones after
their Saturday Coffee Morning, we always make use of anything left.
At a Monday Coffee Morning we only ask for a donation, no set charge
applies.
We are looking forward to the Nursery Children from Rothes School
visiting us on Monday 9th December. Their visit always starts the
Christmas festivities off well.
Ethel and the Monday Team

COFFEE MORNINGS - ROTHES KIRK HALL 2020
Proceeds for Church Funds—Unless otherwise indicated

Saturday 15th February
Saturday 28th March
Saturday 11th April—Guild
Saturday 16th May—Christian Aid
Saturday 20th June
Saturday 19th September
Saturday 14th November

Thank you for your continued support

Last year Moray along with Clackmannanshire and Dundee were three areas the Church
of Scotland identified to hold PB events. Each Presbytery had to identify three churches
which could hold such an event. I was asked if I could hold a PB event in Rothes or
Speyside as it is a rural setting. I felt that Speyside was an ideal area and the steering
committee thought it would be good to work with Knockando, Archiestown and Elchies
Church, so volunteers came forward to join us. The committee then decided to ask
Dufftown and Aberlour churches for a couple of representatives to join us, as our target
area was to be the Speyside High School catchment area. Next on the agenda was to
come up with criteria which applicants had to meet, so the group decided that to be
eligible a group or organisation had to deliver community support within the catchment
area. This criterion allowed groups of different ages and needs to apply for a sum of
money ranging from £250 up to £1200. Fifteen groups applied for a share of the £6666
allotted to us and it is fair to say that the range of groups was very diverse. Seven
groups, who received most votes, were awarded full funding but we had £860 left over
which was offered to the next group in the list, who gratefully accepted the money as a
kick start to their project.
The groups, which received funding were “in no particular order” Dufftown Beavers,
Speyside High School Breakfast Club, Winter Warmers/Heavenly Pieces, a Merry
Moray Community Christmas, Speyside Friendship Group, Speyside Drama Group,
Speyside Car Share Scheme and Knockando Athletics Group.
To date Winter Warmers/Heavenly Pieces have been able to purchase equipment to
allow them to make soup and sweet for example at Knockando Church. Speyside
Drama Club put on a show with a Halloween theme on 8 October at Speyside
Community Centre. Work on the Knockando Fitness Trail has started with the
installation of an air walker (as pictured), a hip twister, a seated rower and the
children’s cardio combi. The use of the trail will be free
and it has been designed for all ages and abilities to use.
Those who are not quite so agile can simply walk the

trail to improve muscle tone and stay active.
Younger, more energetic people can use the seated
rower or cardio combi!
The group was greatly helped by Alastair Kennedy
of Money 4 Moray. His experience was invaluable
and it has also to be said that the steering group
worked really well as a team. Group members were:

Rothes– Sheila Brumby, Carol & Peter Burdekin, Dennis Malcolm,
Morag Richardson. Knockando - Suzanne & Stuart Foster.
Dufftown – Liz Cameron and Margaret Forrest
We have recently been asked to hold another event which will take place in
spring of next year, so please look out for the notices both online and in shops.
Sheila Brumby

KIRK NEWS…….. KIRK NEWS ……….
FOODBANK COLLECTION
If you would like to support the Foodbank, you will find
that both Churches have a Blue box where items can be
placed.

MORAYKIRK WEB SITE
Web address is http://www.moraykirk.co.uk
You can now read the Kirk Window (in colour) on-line
also the current Diary for both churches.
Email address for the Church office is:info@moraykirk.co.uk
Make sure you let Jan know of any events and dates so that she can add
them to the web-site.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GUILD
ROTHES
As part of Guild Week, the Guild was re-dedicated during the service on
Sunday 8th September. Members of the Guild also took part in the service
with reading and prayer.
It is always good to get together again after the summer months. This
coming Guild session promises to be exciting with a new syllabus and a
new theme to explore “Companions on the Road”.
Reverend Anderson was our guest speaker at our first meeting in October
and he gave us different examples of companions to be found in the bible.
It is always a pleasure to have Reverend Anderson open our first meeting.
As usual his talk was witty, informative and thought provoking and it sends
us on the right path as we continue to explore our theme for this session.
Our November meeting was very lively and most enjoyable. We were
delighted to welcome Maureen Thomson from the Therapet Service with
Elaine and Valerie who are volunteers and two lovely black Labradors
Derek and Arthur. We learned a lot about therapy pets and the work they
do in hospitals, schools and nursing homes. What joy the dogs brought to
everyone at the meeting! They just loved to be stroked and made a fuss of.
Everyone left the meeting with a smile.

KIRK SESSION DATES
KNOCKANDO
Meet on the 2nd Tuesday of February, March, September, November and
December, and 1st Tuesday of June.
ROTHES
Meet on 1st Wednesday of February, March, June, September, November,
and December.

CD Recordings—Sunday Services
The service at both churches is recorded for those unable to attend church.
If any one would like a CD please contact:Joan Sheppard (Knockando) on 01340 810544
Edith Holmes (Rothes)
on 01340 831270

Our annual Christmas Carol evening will be on Tuesday 10th December at
7:30 p.m. in Rothes Kirk Hall. Please come along and join us and get into
the spirit of Christmas.
Rothes Guild meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 2 pm in
Rothes Kirk Hall. We have a variety of speakers and activities. The Guild
is opened to both men and women so why not just come along to a meeting,
no obligation to join.
Celine McDuff-Jones

ROTHES KIRK NEWS ……...

Services of Worship
The attendances at Sunday Worship including the recent Hairst and
Communion services were poorly attended however the Remembrance
service was very well attended at both the War Memorial and in the Church.
Numerous people representing Government and uniformed services assisted
by laying wreaths at the War Memorial and readings in Church from
Scripture and the Role of Honour .

Fabric
The Church hall wi-fi system will be upgraded to allow connection to the
sound/recording system in the Church which will then allow us to link into
the Business of the General Assembly. This will eventually allow anyone
unable to attend Sunday Worship to log in from home.
The clock has been at the wrong time for some months, due to a power cut,
but has now been repaired during it’s annual service which was arranged for
the 21st of November. The reason for the long delay is that the company who
maintain Clocks like ours are based in Derby and have only one clock
engineer to cover Scotland.

Hall
The hall / kitchen/ office /toilets and entrance passageway redecoration has
been completed and our thanks to Henderson’s for completing this in such a
professional and timely manner with little disruption to our busy calendar of
events.
D.Malcolm
Session Clerk

Flower Convenor
We are still looking for a Flower Convenor here at Rothes
Church. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in
taking on this role, or helping please contact our Session Clerk
or one of our Elders

Our convenor Very Rev Dr. Susan Brown shares her thoughts on having
faith like a muster seed, and finding encouragement on our Christian
journey.
Read: Matthew 13:31-32, Mark 4:30-32, Luke 13: 18-19
With nothing more than a little water added, a tree has sprouted. I used the
avocado, (pictured) as an illustration at a recent baptism. The children being
baptised were, through the water sprinkled on them, being watered in the
faith, I told the congregation, in the hope that one day that faith might take
root and flower and go on to bear fruit. Jesus had a much better illustration.
He
talked of faith even as tiny as a mustard seed being able to produce a bush big
enough and robust enough for birds to be able to perch in it.
The emphasis is on the humblest of beginnings enabling something so much
greater to come to fruition – and that growth happening almost against the
odds; quietly, perhaps even unseen, producing in the end, an impact that can’t
be missed.
For us in our congregations, there are many little ways in which our faith as
individuals and as Christian communities, can be encouraged to grow and the
Church’s World Mission Council would humbly suggest that one such way is
to involve ourselves in partnerships and relationships with the wider Christian
body throughout the world. It offers opportunities for people of all ages to
make connections and through those connections, to find inspiration and
encouragement in our Christian journey and it offers us the opportunity to
help
others to do the same.

Taken from The World Mission Council News (Issue 92)

KNOCKANDO ELCHIES AND ARCHIESTOWN
KIRK NEWS
Treasurer’s Report

WORLD MISSION
STAMP APPEAL 2019

Please save your used stamps and help support the Chigodi Women
Centre in Blantyre Malawi.

As the year draws to a close once again a huge thanks goes to all those who
have contributed to the Church. It is not always about finance but about the
help and commitment that many people give voluntarily to the Church. We
were successful in applying and receiving £250 from the participatory
budget scheme this year which helped to buy new and essential kitchen
equipment. We have also been successful in receiving money from the
Presbytery allowance scheme of £1,770 in 2020 for the support and
development of the Sunday and Holiday Club for children.
Suzanne Foster - Treasurer

The Chigodi Women Centre is delivering a broad range of skills training to
address the challenges faced by women in Malawi. Through providing
training in tailoring, knitting, fashion design and chicken farming the Centre
will improve the women’s skills in marketing and entrepreneurship.
The aim is that the women’s socio-economic status is improved and their
chances of future employment increase. By selling the produce made at the
Centre the plan is that when the funding finishes the project will be
self-sustainable – able to continue to improve the lives of women in Malawi.

Winter Warmers - Knockando Church Hall
Last Wednesday of each month from 12.00-2.00pm
Everyone welcome

You can help by collecting your used stamps and taking them to your church,
church hall, or give them to your elder.
The stamps are sold to make money for much needed resources. Please trim
your stamps so that they have a 1cm border all round. If you are unable to
trim them, please make sure you leave more than a 1 cm border and they can
be trimmed for you.

Celine McDuff-Jones

MEDITERRANEAN HOPE
For up to date information you can visit Fiona Kendall’s blog
romanlens.wordpress.com If you would like to be notified of new posts,
please let Fiona have your email address and you will be added to her
“subscription list”.
Email address is: fkendall@churchofscotland.org.uk

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GUILD
KNOCKANDO
The Guild continues to meet on the last Thursday in November and then
January to April from 2-4pm. We no longer invite speakers as we are quite
a small group, but we do not lack in faith and fellow ship. We will be
looking at the new Theme Guide which is 'Companions on the Road'. One of
the quotes in the guide comes from Oscar Wilde 'Ultimately the bond of all
companionship, whether in marriage or in friendship is conversation', which
is very true, and at our meetings we are not short of conversation about faith
and fellowship.
We are always happy to welcome new members, why not give us a go.
Suzanne Foster
Convenor

KNOCKANDO, ELCHIES & ARCHIESTOWN KIRK NEWS
Community Venues/Organisations
Sunday Services 10am

Venue/Organisation

Contact

Tel.No.

KNOCKANDO

Yesterday Keith and I met with a couple of friends, one of whom used to be
our treasurer and property convenor at Knockando. It was a lovely warm
sociable time, and inevitably talk came around to people from the church.
News was exchanged about many mutual friends, but with the passage of time
there is always the sadness over much loved people who have died; not the
despair of unbelief, but the sadness of company no longer around us.
There was however a much brighter side to our thoughts when we think how
many people have since come to be regular worshipers with us, and the joy and
gifts so many, young and not quite so young, have brought in to our
congregation.
So often media reports stress the aged profile of church membership, but,
perhaps hopefully, I feel a sense that there is some change afoot with a change
towards more younger blood. This hasn't yet percolated through to the session,
but let's hope and pray that it soon may do so.
This has been a very busy time, with Communion at the end of October, the
Hairst service the week after, followed with the Remembrance service.
Although I didn't count the numbers, my impression is that attendances were
better this year than last.
In this dark time of year, when daylight seems to disappear increasingly
rapidly, it is good that we have several things to look forward to. In December
we have the Star service, Keith Silver band, and the Watchnight service at
Knockando, all leading up to that wonderful time of Christmas.
Then, after the joint service on the first Sunday of the New Year, we can look
forward to Spring and more daylight gradually making an appearance.
If this little magazine has just popped through your letter box, cat flap, or been
wedged in your door handle, come along some Sunday and join us. We would
be delighted to see you.
Pat North
Session Clerk

Archiestown Village Hall
Jim Hart
Carron & District Toddler
Angela Junor
Margach Hall
Charles Alexander
Knockando Playgroup
Primary School
Scouts & Beavers
Sarah Hickson
Scottish WRI
Sandra Cruickshank
Speyside Scottish Country Dance Rosemary Legge

01340 810889
01340 881615
01340 810605
01340 810257
01340 810859
01340 810807
01340 810304

ROTHES
Air Training Corp
Ball Group
Bowls-Indoor/Outdoor
Boys Brigade
Golf Club
Grant Hall
Horticulture Association
Moray Walking Group
Rothes Paths Steering Group
Senior Citzens
Speyside Car Share
Tennis Club
The Cottage
Youth Football (Rovers)

Squadron Answerphone
Sandra Ross
Innes Shaw
Julie Christie
Stuart Foster
Raymond Johnston
Sheila Macdonald
Geoff Stanger
Geoff Stanger
Helen Ross
Rhoma
Hamish McBain
Pearl Paul
Willie Younie

01340 831115
01340 831721
01340 831244
01340 831322
01807 500341
01340 831466
01340 831449
01340 831936
01340 831936
01340 831731
01340 831748
01340 831432
01340 831474
01340 831732

For your Group/Organisation to be included please contact
Carol Burdekin (01340) 831796. Email :carol.burdekin @btinternet.com

Love Actually
Every Boxing Day people across the land resolve that next Christmas will be
different. In January, when the bills arrive, they promise that next Christmas
will be simpler, less indulgent and cheaper. According to Money Supermarket,
almost 10% of people will still be paying for Christmas well into next year.
Perhaps next year, by refusing to conform to every tradition and everyone’s
expectations, we will recapture the wonder, the magic and the awe of Christmas
and ‘remember what it’s all about’.
November magazines include articles on how to approach Christmas – ‘Twenty
Six Ways to Simplify Christmas’; or ‘Five Reasons Why I’m Not Simplifying
Christmas’. There are some radical work-saving, stress-busting, money-saving
strategies out there. One woman recommends leaving the Christmas tree fully
decorated all year. Hers has been in the corner of the sitting room, festooned in
tinsel, baubles, lights and all, for sixteen years. It’s true. For most of the year it
is wrapped in sheets with the reminder, ‘Do not open until December’.
Perhaps, after all, even on Christmas Day, reflecting on how simple or how
lavish it has been is to miss the point. Maybe, as we approach Christmas, we
do not need a to-do-list and a credit card so much as a Grinch-like revelation:
‘Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store?
What if Christmas ... perhaps ... means a little bit more!’
(Dr Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!)
A German proverb goes: ‘The main thing is that the main thing remains the
main thing’. That seems a pretty good definition of simplicity to me:
recognising the extraneous and superfluous for what it is and focusing on ‘the
main thing’. Authentic simplicity has to be an inward reality before it bears the
fruit of an outward lifestyle. Attempts to create the outer beauty without the
inner actuality are doomed to legalism and frustration.
‘The main thing’ is to recognise the significance of that first Christmas, the
Nativity. The birth of Jesus Christ was marked by astonishing simplicity. The
highpoint of history, the climax of eternity, was not marked with grandeur,
pomp and pageant. Rather, a pregnant teenager had no option but to deliver
her child in the stark and smelly surroundings of a stable, the only warmth
provided by the body heat of
sheltering animals. The first visitors were
shepherds, who were considered the lowest of the low. Jesus, the Bible tells us,
did not come with majesty and opulence, but ‘full of grace and truth’, to reveal
God – a God who is love – and to bridge the gap between us and that lavishly
loving God.
Christmas is ultimately about love ... actually. As Christina Rossetti’s carol
puts it, ‘Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; Love was
born at Christmas.’ Perhaps, as we make our plans, we should be less
concerned with how simple or extravagant our Christmas will be. Perhaps the
touchstone of all that we do should be love: and how we respond to the
extravagant love of God and how we love those around us.
Mission & Discipleship Church Without Walls Team

What Christmas Is All About
Christmas will always be for us
A time to reflect on Christ,
The gift God gave to all the world
Was the gift of His life
We know Christmas is not about tinsel,
Nor fancy Christmas wreaths,
Nor is it about all the decorations
That adorns our Christmas trees
And it's not about Holly or Mistletoe
Hanging from our doors,
Nor is it about the gifts that are left
By the jolly Santa Claus
Christmas is more than all of this
And the only reason why
We celebrate Christ's birth together
And the wonder of His life
So remember as you celebrate,
Just what it's all about
And invite the Lord to join with you,
Instead of leaving Him out
For He will always be the reason
We celebrate this day,
No substitute the world may offer
Can take that meaning away.
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